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homosexual officers mentioned in his stories. The reporter then sought standing to
overturn the sodomy statutes as a violation
of equal protection.
The questions presented were: Is the
reporter's source of information privileged
by the First Ame ndment? Does the reporter
have standing to cha!Jenge the constitutionality of the sodomy statute? Is the sodomy
statute constitutional?
The problem, which was g iven to participa nts Septembe r Tl, was drafted by a
committee of the student-run Moot Court
Board c haired by William Daly. Other
me mbers of the executive committee were
Gary Winter, Rita Gy lys and Howa rd Berma n. Professor Thomas E . Headrick was
fac ulty advisor.
Awards were presented in the evening of
Nov. 9 at a banquet held in the Holiday Inn
o n N iagara Falls Bouleva rd , sponsored by
the UB Law Alumni Association.
Othe r winne rs were:
Semi-finalists-G. Ste phen Pigeon a nd
Dave Platt; Ken Marveld a nd Roseann
Ei me r.
Quarte r-final ists-Jay Lippman and Randy Fahs; C indy Fenichel and Andrew Winston; Paul Karp and Jay Ke nigsberg; Robert
Schnizler and Peter Abdella.
Best Briefs-First, Gail Breen and Bria n Ton; Second , Terry Richman and Mary
Ann Bobi nski; Thi rd , Robert Schnizler and
Pete r Abdella; Fourth (tie) Jack Luzie r and
Jennifer Sande rs, C indy Fenic hel a nd Andrew Winston.
Best Oralists-First, Elyse Lazansky ; Second, Ju lie Bargnesi; Third , And rew Winston; Fourth , John Ferl icca ; Fifth , Peter
Abdella.

Winner Nancy DeCarlo gets a hug.

Margot Bennet and Nancy DeCarlo make their winning case.

POLITICS OF HUNGER
DEBATED AT SYMPOSIUM

' 'I

t's outrageous that hundreds of
thousands of children continue
- - - - to die each day from starvation," declares Gayle L. Eagan '85, chair
of the national sy mposiu m o n world hunger that was held at the UB Law School October 19 and sponsored in part by the Law
Alu mn i Associat ion.
"We feel it is essential to raise the public's awareness of this human catastrophe
and call attention to the need for governments to make the eradiction of hunger a
major goal, as they set policies on how to
allocate resources within their countries,"
Eagan explained.
T he law school-organized confe rence,
entitled " World Hunger and the Law," was
a day long event which attracted participants
from across the U.S. , including outstanding legal scholars and practitioners, physicians, nutritionists, lobbyists, theologians.
a Congressman and experts in various othe r
fields. They gathered at the Student Activities Center on the Amherst campus to seek
long term solutions to the scourge of world
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and domestic hunger.
T he event opened w ith a de bate on the
question of whether the right to food is a
basic, human right. Before an audience of
approximately 60, the experts expressed
opinions crossing all political strata.
Phili p Alston , author of " The Right to
Food" and visiti ng professor at Tufts
University, said the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt advocated recognition of
the i·ight to food while the present Reagan
adm inistration "emphasizes only the r ight
to freedom and property." Food should not
be a matte r of charity, Alston contended .
An assistant administrator fo r the U.S.
Agency for Inte rnational Development,
Julie Change Bloch pointed out the lac k of
an international consensus on how to deal
w ith hunger problems. She said the U.S.
contri butes 63 percent of the aid that goes
to fight hunger. O ther western countries
co ntribute 'J7 percent and little aid comes
from socialist nations. According to Bloch.
hunger is a technical and economic
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problem, not a political right.
Ellen Paul, head of the Social Philosophy
and Policy Center, Bowling Green University, said nations deal with food production
either in a collective manner or through
private agriculture. In her opinion, " The
closer you a re to central planning, the
closer you are to starvation."
In a panel discussion following the debate, Rep. Be njamin A. Gilman , R-N.Y. ,
a member of the House Select Committee
on Hunge r, credited private effo rts such as
" Li ve Aid," the world-wide rock event,
with raising millions of charitable dollars
to fight hunger. He also cited pending legislation that would prevent deforestation and
desertization and that would preserve tropical forests, important factors in the figh t
against hunger.
Anothe r panelist, Steven R. Coates,
director of issues for Bread for the World ,
foc used on the need for health and sanitation aid in hard-stri ken nations.
Other participants offering observations
and remedies incl uded :
Dr. Michael C. Latham, director of inte rnational nutrition , Cornell University.
Rev. Kenneth Dean of the Ha rvard
University Physicians Task Force on Hunger in America.
Pierre E . Bergeron, theologian and
public-interest lawyer for poor and developing nations, Wash ington.
Lucy Billings, attorney with Bronx Legal Services.
Virgin ia A. Leary, from the faculty of the
u.B. Law School.
A year afte r the start of an international
relief effort for drought-stricken African
nations, Eagan is afraid that public interest
in the war against famine will fade.
"We've won a few battles but certainly
not the war. W hen the charity stops, those
who are suffering from severe malnutrition
won't be any further ahead unless we strike
at the root of the problem. We need to get
seeds , hand tools and water supplies to
starving people," she said.
Eagan agreed with Professor Alston that
the right to food is basic, and that those
who fail to sec th is as a political issue are
missing the point.
"Lawyers have to get involved ...
Without the input of lawye rs, the political

Gayle L. Eagan '85, Professor Virginia A.
Leary and Philip Alston discuss symposium
program.

climate can't change," she said .
A teaching assistant wh ile in law school ,
Eagan recently began her legal career as
a n associate at the Buffalo law firm of
Jaeckle, Fle ischmann & Muge l. Her
prima ry area of interest is estate and trust
law.
She bega n to resea rch the hu nger
problem while taking Professor Virginia A.
Leary's human rights seminar at UB Law
School . Eventually, she published a paper
on "World Hunger-The Right to Food" in
In the Public Interest, a student publication.
The idea for the confere nce grew out of that
a rticle.
She said, " I can't become a full time
crusader, but I do inte nd to keep a breast
of legislation and other political developments concerning hunger issues and participate in lobbying efforts."
Other UB Law students who helped organize the conference were Carol Ho Rezvani and Alberto M. Benitez .
Held in the wake of " World Food Day,"
the event was co-sponsored by the International Law Society, the Graduate G roup
on Human Rights Law & Policy, the Erie
County Bar Association, the Baldy Center
for Law & Social Policy, and the Women
Lawyers of Western N.Y. The symposium
also received the support of the UB Law
School's Mitchell Lecture Series and four
•
foundation grants.
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The Charles B. Sears Law Library, 37th
largest among 174 U.S. law school libraries,
now contains 240,000 books and 415,000
microforms, according to UB Law School
Library Director Ellen Gibson.
In addition to Gibson, who is also associate dean for legal information services,
eight librarians and eleven support staff
provide reference, circulation, audiovisual
and other library services to the Law
School community and UB alumni.
" We are delighted to he lp alumn i in any
way we can," says Gibson. The reference
staff now handles over 11 ,000 reference
questions each year, including seve ral thousand questions from alumni . The interlibrary loan staff provides over 300
periodical art icles each year to area law
firms, charging only a modest fee to cove r
copying costs.
Alumni can borrow books through the
new, automated circu lation system afte r
reg iste ring wi th the ci rculation staff.
Among the many library materials of
particular inte rest to alumni are: c urrent
statutory codes; case reports and citators
for the 50 states; selected state administrative codes; fede ral and New York legislative histo ry mate rials.
In add ition , there are books and audiotapes on New York practice; over 5,000
subscriptions to periodicals, looseleaf services and othe r serials; and records and
briefs fo r the U.S. Supreme Court, Second
C ircuit C ourt of Appeals, and New York
Courts which are avai lable on m ic roform.
"Alumni researc hers who come to the
campus fi nd that the Law Library's evening and weeke nd hours are a great conven ience," says Gibson .
Library hours are: Monday to Thursday

8 a.m . to 11 p.m.; Friday 8 a.m. to 9 p. m.;
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m .; Sunday noon
to 10 p.m.
During July: Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m .; Tuesday and Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
During August: Monday to Friday 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
Be sure to check for special hours over
holiday periods.
•

